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[bookmark: _Toc235514987]CONSERVATION GENERATED $9.9 MILLION FOR SD ECONOMY
FY2011 Conservation Activities Benefit More than the Producer
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE (NRCS), Huron, SD, February 9, 2012—Financial investments in conservation for South Dakota’s “working lands” totaled $63 million in Fiscal Year (FY) 2011.  Another $9.9 million in economic activity was added last year from technical assistance provided by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  NRCS Assistant State Conservationist for Programs, Jeff Vander Wilt, Huron, believes conservation investments benefit both the environment and our economy.  “Implementing conservation means anything from establishing additional grass (range and pasture plantings);  installing pipelines and water tanks to improving grazing distribution on rangeland; to cover crops to improve soil quality on cropland; to easements either to protect land from development or to restore land that’s been flooded,” says Vander Wilt.  
The environmental benefits from conservation include reductions in wind and water erosion; wildlife benefit from increased and improved habitat; and, society “wins” with cleaner air and water.  Vander Wilt says the millions of dollars spent implementing conservation also boosts South Dakota’s economy.  “Most of our conservation practices require help from outside contractors or local businesses.  For example, hiring someone to trench in the pipeline or install water tanks or use of surveyors for appraising conservation easements.  So, each of those practices installed in a farm or ranch operation means jobs for other people.”  Conservation activities also require supplies such as fencing materials, water piping, solar chargers, and other products, in turn, creating economic demand in rural communities.
Six key conservation programs are offered to landowners, including the popular Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).  Signup for many conservation programs is continuous.  Last year in South Dakota, NRCS worked with people on more than 3,700 conservation plans.  The resulting conservation work improved or enhanced the quality of more than 1.6 million acres across South Dakota.  People interested in learning more are encouraged to contact NRCS located in any USDA Service Center.
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Follow South Dakota NRCS on Twitter!
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Check out our latest photos on Flickr.
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Real People. Real Conservation.
www.youtube.com/user/NRCSSouthDakota
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